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This paper deals with the preservation in situ of the religious heritage of Jews in Egypt, carried 

out by Egyptian international Jewish associations together with the few Jews still living in Egypt. 

This material heritage – such as synagogues, cemeteries…- testifies to the centuries-old 

presence of Jews in the country and the diversity of their contributions to the country. But it 

also makes apparent the disappearance of the Egyptian Jewish minority, implemented by the 

wars between Egypt and Israel, notably, in 1948, following the creation of the State of Israel, in 

1956, with the crisis of the Suez Canal and in 1967 (Six-Day War). 

 

 In the late 1970s, with the Camp David Accords (1978) and the Israeli-Egyptian Peace Treaty 

(1979), Jews started to travel back in Egypt, in groups or individually, in order to visit their 

neighborhoods, their homes, and some collective sites such as synagogues, cemeteries, 

schools, cinemas or restaurants. Being exposed to the transformation of sites and urban areas 

and to the disappearance of the last Jews living in Egypt, some Jews of Egypt decided to found 

Jewish association dedicated to the preservation of Egyptian Jewish material heritage. 

They work to maintain their history in the country, through the preservation of its material 

traces, and to highlight, as aṣli masri (from Egyptian origin), the link between Jews and Egypt, 

depicted as a land of collective descent and heritage. But these actions come into conflict with 

sensitive political, economic and tourism issues for the various actors involved: allowing the 

preservation and access of these sites as part of the return trips of Jews born in Egypt and their 

descendants, including symbolically the multi-secular Jewish heritage in Egypt while excluding 

Jews physically from the country, accepting the transformation of places of worship into 

cultural spaces ... -. 
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