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They fill no space is a quote from Jerzy Ficowski’s poem 5.8.1942 about Janusz Korczak – the 

famous educator, murdered in a Nazi death camp along with the Jewish children from his 

orphanage. These words stand as a commentary on the situation in contemporary Poland, 

where heated discussions about Polish–Jewish relations abound, even though there are 

hardly any Jews left. 

 

The memory of Poland’s Jews is getting more and more often revived by large-format murals 

on the walls of buildings. They are appearing in towns where Jews made up a significant 

portion of the population before World War II. They are the work of small groups of urban 

activists who want to remind their fellow residents of their former Jewish neighbours. Official 

monuments or plaques in commemoration of the Jews are rare in Poland. Hence, murals are 

a medium capable of preserving memory. They also convey a strong message to young 

audiences. 

 

The exhibition presents a selection from the 100 murals we found all over Poland, 

commemorating the country’s Jewish past. The exhibition is divided into 11 sections: 

1. Images of Jewish world 

2. Yiddish 

3. Kazimierz, Cracow 

4. The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 

5. Muranów, Warsaw 

6. Ludwik Zamenhof and Esperanto 

7. Julian Tuwim 

8. The Holocaust  

9. Polish Righteous Among the Nations 

10. Poland’s many cultures 

11. Polish-Jewish Relations 

The primary value of murals lies in their impact, achieved by their deliberate simplification of 

themes and the use of strong colours. The exhibition is not only a documentation of Jewish-

oriented murals across Poland. It tells a story about efforts of local activists, vanished history 

and writing a new definition of local memory. 
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