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Urban planning and heritage management are, in some cases, adversaries. While many of the 

monuments give a character to a city and are placed of remembrance, urban sprawl can lead to 

an increased stress on the use of plots near to urban areas. In many situations, local grass roots 

movements try to maintain (tangible elements of) the past for the city, but what is the fate of 

places that no longer have a community that looks after it and tries to maintain it for future 

generations? 

The story of the Jews within Europe, and especially lined to the Shoah, is a tragic one. Especially 

in the Netherlands, the flourishing Jewish community that was around before the Second World 

War has been decimated, and many of their former places of worship and ritual have either 

been demolished or redeveloped, so that the built heritage could be maintained. Even though 

urban planning places much stress on the built heritage of the (former) Jewish communities 

within Europe, and the Netherlands especially, the main problem is in another context: the 

funerary culture of the Jewish communities, with sprawling cemeteries at what once were the 

edges of cities. But with the increase in urbanisation during the late 19th and all of the 20th 

century, many of the cemeteries (e.g. in Vienna, Austria) have been cleared away to allow for 

further urban development. This leads to the question: how can we incorporate locations that 

are important to the Jewish history and identity of cities into the urban fabric, while at the same 

moment creating a dynamic environment in which the heritage of a “lost” community can 

actually further the development of neighbourhoods, honouring the past and focussed on the 

future?  
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