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Many examples in heritage studies show a clearly visible trend toward growing appreciation of 

ethnic minority heritage, particularly in multicultural contexts. Political, social and cultural reasons, 

besides a pragmatic interest in the development of niche tourism products, are major driving 

forces of this ongoing change. However, cases of cultural dissonance, conflicting narratives, 

dispossession and excessive commodification are also common. 

This contribution discusses the case of Jewish heritage in Bucharest. In this historically 

cosmopolitan city, the once large and vibrant Jewish community has been dramatically reduced by 

emigration. The Jewish neighbourhoods suffered significant destruction over World War II and 

during the last years of Ceauşescu’s regime, but still retain a vast heritage, which shows contrasting 

traces of cultural and architectural flourishing, as well as devastation and oblivion. 

The largely unexpressed potential of this niche within the development of tourism in Bucharest, 

along with early signs of economic and political exploitation by non-Jewish stakeholders, makes 

this case study relevant for the broader theme of sustainable cultural tourism studies. 

This research illustrates how the city’s Jewish community perceives the critical elements and 

economic potential of its cultural heritage, and envisions its development, and compares these 

perceptions and practices with those of non-Jewish stakeholders interested in this niche tourism 

development. Controversial and contradictory signs can be observed, ranging from ongoing 

heritage destruction to restoration of key buildings, and small non-Jewish tour operators are now 

specializing in this segment, generally maintaining good relations with the Jewish community. 

While a more structural integration of Jewish heritage into the city’s image and offering is 

advocated by these stakeholders, they also show deeply-rooted mistrust toward public authorities 

and fear the encroachment of more powerful private stakeholders. This case study ultimately aims 

to contribute to the discussion about the complexity of niche heritage tourism practices in multi-

ethnic contexts. 
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