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The history of the city of Faro is undoubtedly linked to the Jewish communities that 

settled there. The Sephardim, secular inhabitants of the Iberian Peninsula, were expelled 

from Portugal in 1498 for refusing to convert to Christianity. From this Jewish 

community stands the Jewish figure of Samuel Gacon who installed the first typography 

in the Jewish quarter of Faro and produced in 1487 the first printed book in Portugal, 

The Pentateuch. 

 

In 1833, Faro ascended the capital of the Algarve. The small town lived the time of the 

National Regeneration and flourished. 

 

In the 20's, of the nineteenth century, from Gibraltar and Morocco, the Jews, returning 

to Faro, contributed decisively to this development, in the economy, in industry and 

commerce. 

 

A community of sixty Jewish families settled in the city and then began 100 years of 

prosperity and integration in Faro society. Amram, Amzalak, Attias, Cohen, Ezaguy, 

Levy, Ruah, Sabath, Toledano, Hamu, Moses, David, Samuel, Abraham, Tammuz were 

some of the family surnames, paradigmatic of the Jewish colony, for their wealth and 

culture and international contacts. 

 

Other elements of the community were small merchants, selling wholesale and retail. 

Despite the social differences in the community, everyone knew to read and to write 

and spoke, besides Hebrew, Ladino, English and Arabic. 

 

The community flourished: they built luxury houses, gained prominent positions and 

earned the respect of  the locals. They built two synagogues: one for the rich and one 

for the less fortunate. 

 

By the participation in the local economy, by the circulation of capitals and by the 

movement of businesses, the establishment of the Jewish colony in Faro was very 

important for the city. Justin Weinholtz left us a portrait of those days: "In the 

nineteenth century, the Hebrew colony of Faro, by the number and category of its 

members, was so important that it maintained two synagogues and a private cemetery. 

Faro social life was influenced and conditioned, to some extent, by worldly festivities 

that passed to Friday because of the brilliance of these meetings that came from Jewish 

families, who could not watch on Saturday nights, as was established in the bourgeois 

habits of Faro society at the time. " 

 

Thus the social life of the city had adapted to the Jewish calendar, purposely not to 

interfere with the feasts of the Jews. Family gatherings proliferated, dances, banquets, 

conferences and shows. The Faro Jewish women, sung by the poets, manifested a 



cosmopolitan attitude, as well as an intense artistic activity in the various theaters and 

halls of the city.  

 

Abraham Amram stood out as the most important Jewish man in Faro community. His 

disappearance in Faro in 1918, victim of pneumonia, deeply affected the Jewish colony, 

which declined, never re-establishing its glow of the past, which the city preserves in its 

buildings and cultural heritage.  

 

From early days, as the community manifested the desire to have its own cemetery, 

José Sequerra and Samuel Amaram bought a vacant lot in the vicinity of the city, at 

Vale dos Cães. 

 

The Jewish Cemetery of Faro (1838-1932), the main mark of this community, was 

declared a national monument in 1978. With obvious traces of abandonment and 

degradation, the question was: what to do with it? 

 

In 1992, with help from the international Jewish community, the Faro Cemetery 

Restoration Fund, Inc. financed the restoration of the cemetery, as well its management 

and administration, "shortly after the founding of a small new Jewish Community in 

Algarve". The cemetery and its 107 tombs were restored and the space was redesigned 

for visitors, students and tourists. 

 

A historical collection was organized. The preserved furniture of one of two original 

synagogues is the centerpiece of the exhibition. There you can see a Bar Mitzvah and a 

Jewish wedding in a life-size setting. The collection houses valuable books, documents 

and Jewish artifacts. At the reception, there is a sales counter with Jewish articles, 

books, videos, souvenirs, etc. In 1993, 18 cypress trees were planted in front of the 

cemetery in honor of the consul Aristides de Sousa Mendes. 

 

The Cemetery regularly hosts groups of children and students from schools and tourists 

from all over the world. The small museum proudly displays its facsimile copy of the 

Pentateuch printed in 1487 in Faro by Samuel Gacon. 

 

For its uniqueness, the cemetery of the Jewish community of Faro constitutes the 

leitmotiv of this communication. 

 


