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Throughout the Middle Ages, Jewish districts, known as juderías or aljamas, were vibrant 

spaces of Navarrese cities and towns. Notwithstanding, although Jewish past contributed 

significantly to the historical identity of Navarre and has occupied an important place in 

regional historiography, it has been only recently when Jewish urban heritage awakened 

interest in historians, archaeologists and local authorities.  

The purpose of this paper is to carry out case studies of three different juderías in terms 

of the visibility of Jewish urban heritage: Tudela, Estella and Pamplona. The first two have 

recognised it as an important cultural asset and opted for including it into their strategy 

of cultural development. Tudela has been exploiting this potential for several years now, 

while for Estella this experience is rather recent and it is exploring diverse ways of taking 

advantage of it for both local community and its external repercussion. On the contrary, 

Pamplona seems to totally ignore Jewish component of its medieval past.  

Firstly, a focus group will be organised among the inhabitants of the three cities about 

their awareness of Jewish spaces. Secondly, qualitative research will be run among two 

main agents in heritage management: local authorities in order to explore their 

experiences with the management of Jewish urban heritage and the value they give to it 

for their tourism strategies and branding on one hand, and archaeologists and 

companies responsible for the preservation of Jewish heritage to examine problems they 

face while working on enhancing its historical, cultural and social values, on the other.  

Finally and stemming from the above, a series of actions will be proposed for Jewish 

heritage to thrive in benefit for the cities, local communities and tourists.  
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