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Defined as the result of a historical stratification of cultural values overcoming the notion of 

“center”, the urban historical landscape can be the subject of a planning strategy related to the 

contemporary urban development process. As a product of the cultural creation of communities 

that coexisted in the urban area, the patrimony contributes to their cohesion, by the 

“patrimonial community” principle. But contemporary cities risk losing the identity granted by 

this patrimony under the conditions of insufficiently substantiated urban policies or an 

uncontrolled expansion of inhabited territory. In Romania, recent developments have 

overlapped the destructive factor represented by the urban systematization policy of the 

communist regime, which the current administrations are trying to compensate by identifying 

some symbols that can bring new cohesion to the communities. 

 

Alba Iulia was a royal free city during the medieval and pre-modern period and former capital of 

the Principality of Transylvania in the 16th and 17th centuries. Along with the old inhabitants, the 

privileges issued by the prince of Transylvania created the favorable framework for the 

establishment of new ethnic groups, among which a decisive role was played by the Jews. They 

were able to form the only recognized urban community in Transylvania (until the middle of the 

19th century), even if they did not benefit from the right of property. Recognition of civil equality 

(in 1867) gave them the possibility of social and linguistic integration in the Hungarian dominant 

community. 

 

The present paper aims to investigate the presence of the Jews in the city and how they 

integrated into the fully transforming urban geography. The paper will also point out the extent 

to which the mark left by the Jews in the urban landscape can be reconstituted today, starting 

from the monuments still existing and from the relevant historical sources. 
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