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The new Beit al-Dakira museum promises to be a popular tourist site in Essaouira, where as 

many as 50,000 foreigners travel each month.  This museum is devoted to the history of the 

Jewish community of this small southern port city, where 12,000 Jews, the urban majority, once 

lived.  Since decolonization, however, as in the rest of Morocco, Jewish families immigrated to 

Israel or the West.  Today, there are only 2,500 Jews in the entire country.  The Moroccan king, 

however, is determined to reinvigorate memories of Jewish Moroccans, and Andre Azoulay, his 

Royal Counselor who represents his Jewish subjects has strongly supported the construction of 

this museum.  My paper assesses how this museum shapes narratives of the past, and what role 

it plays in mediating and representing Jewish heritage.   

 

I am well positioned to examine the construction of the museum and the exhibits because I have 

acted as a research consultant to Dr. Mina el Mghari, one of the curators.  I did so as part of a 

service learning project for my university.  In my capacity as assistant to Dr. el Mghari, I have 

excavated family histories, uncovered rare photographs and investigated cultural memories in 

the libraries and archives of the United States.  In June 2018, I will spend three weeks in 

Morocco, and this trip will allow me to interview Dr. el Mghari and her colleagues and to 

examine the arrangement of the museum displays.  In this way, my paper will evaluate how the 

government has chosen to represent Jewish-Muslim relations in both the past and the present.  

My paper will show how this museum is intended to express a culture of tolerance between 

Muslims and Jews that appeals not only to Moroccans but also to the tourists who will visit this 

site.   
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