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Approaching the Jewish Cemetery Judensand means to take into consideration ca.1000 years 

of Jewish history and also 1000 years of history of the city of Mainz. The cemetery exists since 

the 11th century, the oldest tombstone dates back to the year 1049. This original tombstone is 

shown in the Landesmuseum Mainz (with permission of the Jewish Community).  

 

This is where we reach the core of the management of Judensand: Dealing with Jewish ceme-

teries in general and with the Judensand in Mainz in particular, we are moving in the area of a 

steady conflict between religious spaces and Halacha and the needs of a historical monu-

ment, preservation and public openness. We have to find ways of dealing with a place of 

eternal rest and the public interest in Jewish cultural heritage.  

 

In 1926, Rabbi Sali Levi of Mainz installed a memorial cemetery in the upper, oldest part of 

the Judensand. It was created out of exceptional newly discovered gravestones; they do not 

mark the real graves but follow more or less a memorial choreography. Recently, the memo-

rial cemetery is inserted into the UNESCO-application of the ShUM-Cities Speyer, Worms and 

Mainz, which will be decided by UNESCO in 2021.  

 

In this context we are confronted with questions such as: How can new and sensitive ap-

proaches be found for Jewish heritage? How can management of the cemetery and the Hala-

cha be intertwined? How can we enable interested guests to visit the cemetery without 

breaking religious rules?   

 

These questions will be touched upon during the presentation and also an insight into recent 

developments will be given.  
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