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During the construction of the new city hall in Amsterdam in the 1980s, archaeological 

excavations have been executed on the site of two former building blocks from the 

early 1600s. They were located on the artificial island of Vlooienburg which was created 

in 1594 on the bank of the river Amstel. This new urban area provided housing for 

many immigrants, among which were large numbers of Sephardim. Between 1620 and 

1750 the Jewish refugees from the Iberian Peninsula were followed by Ashkenazi Jews 

from Central and Eastern Europe. Vlooienburg became the centre of Amsterdam’s 

Jewish quarter and remained so until the Second World War.  

 

The archaeological research revealed over 100 cesspits and allowed for the 

documentation of varied household waste, consisting of a rich assemblage of artefacts, 

including table ware and personal possessions, along with food remains. A preliminary 

analysis of faunal remains indicated a potential to distinguish kosher and non-kosher 

diet. In addition to the archaeological data, also historical records are available which 

can provide background information on the names and identity of individual 

inhabitants from different periods.  

 

This project will focus on the evidence for material life, ethnicity, and diet from 1600 to 

1800. It is motivated by a desire to develop an integrated archaeological methodology 

on both the cultural and ecological remains. The project seeks to refine archaeological 

understandings of the material expressions of ethnicity, status, gender, and religious 

beliefs in relation to the Sephardic and Ashkenazi Jewish inhabitants and other 

residents of Vlooienburg. This urban district was basically characterized by a mixed 

inhabitation with a strong Jewish identity. The project aims to contribute to recognize 

Jewish heritage in the Amsterdam archaeological record. The project will also, 

significantly, enhance contemporary public understandings of the multi-ethnic roots of 

Amsterdam. 
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