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Fragments of memory explores personal stories about Lemberg/Lwów/Lviv, a microcosm of 

Europe’s turbulent 20th century. Forceful change of borders, Holocaust and Soviet deportations 

have dramatically changed its population. The film features the voices of three women from three 

generations as well as the words of Debora Vogel in her letters to Bruno Schulz. The derelict 

building of the former Jewish Museum is another character as is the city itself. 

 

https://vimeo.com/240309518 

password: AGOZFragments2017 

 

Olesya Khromeychuk, University of East Anglia 

'Fragments of Memory' reveals the complex relationships we have with the spaces we inhabit. The 

footage takes you around the hidden corners of the city, places that contain memories, often 

troubling, sometimes happy, always moving. The voices of three women narrators unravel the 

multiple layers of these memories: personal, collective, institutional; forgotten, suppressed and 

cherished. The fourth voice—a revelation itself—belongs to Debora Vogel, a largely forgotten 

writer, poet and philosopher who wrote in Polish, Hebrew and Yiddish and possessed a complex 

identity, much like that of the city itself. Her words are particularly fitting for a film that gently 

encourages us to remember the lives that were destroyed in the upheavals of the 20th century and 

to use these memories to rebuild what was lost. As one of the narrators in the film says, ‘only after 

accomplishing this memory work will it be possible to go further. Memory isn’t an end in itself.’ 

 

Iryna Starovoyt, Ukrainian Catholic University 

We had been overlooking lots of things in Lviv, living as if our everyday life had long ellipses in it 

but we just failed to notice them. We had been living as if we lacked the left hand, the right foot, 

half the spleen. We had been living as if we could only hear about 30 percent of noises. 'Fragments 

of Memory' show us that a place is important. For this whole writing, this whole life happened here, 

and it had to happen here, and it was brutal, and then there were thousands, tens of thousands, 

millions of such lives… And now, when we are peopling this city as guests who have come from 

afar,  we are having a moment of insight – our hearing returns to us, while Debora is having a 

moment when her voice is returned to her. 
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