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Preserving urban Jewish heritage is complex and multi-layered. Issues facing those 

wishing to preserve, manage and interpret these sites include making them relatable 

as well as attracting a new and younger audience – and therefore, worth preserving. 

My paper is from the perspective of an artist living and working in Sydney, Australia. 

My parents were Hungarian Holocaust survivors who migrated to Australia with a 

vexed relationship to their past. The experience of postmemory - or second-

generational trauma - has led me into a deep engagement with the need to 

acknowledge and work with historic sites through creative means, a topic dealt with 

in the thesis of my recently completed Doctor of Philosophy.  

 

My paper will advocate for the deployment of creative, artistic means to interpret 

urban Jewish sites and communicate affect to potentially engage Jews - and non-

Jews - to experiences of presence, absence and loss. Several European artists have 

used such means to invigorate historic European sites and viscerally engage 

audiences with works responding to existing sites. Shimon Attie, for example, utilised 

projection to ‘reclaim’ former Jewish enclaves across Europe and jog viewer’s 

memories; Micha Ullman’s Bibliothek memorial (1995) in Berlin and Rachel 

Whiteread’s Holocaust Memorial (2000) in Vienna similarly inhabit sites and engage 

with intangible cultural aspects of Jewish communities. Recent strategies of South 

American artists such as Doris Salcedo are also worth considering for their ability to 

engage audiences with sites connected to trauma. 

 

My paper will interpret both the works of these artists and my own artwork that 

considers places, objects and visual traces to frame people and their histories to elicit 

curiosity and inclusion. As psychoanalyst Gilbert Rose advocates in Necessary Illusion: 

Art as ‘Witness’  (1995), artwork that responds to absence has the ability to 

generate meaning in receptive minds rather than simply ‘communicating’ meaning.
  

 

 
 
 
 


