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Over the past 3 decades I have helped pioneer the (re)discovery and documentation 

of Jewish heritage sites in Europe, championed them as travel destinations, and 

sought to stress their importance as part of local, regional and national heritage. In 

the process, I have witnessed (and aided) remarkable changes that have seen Jewish 

heritage move from the realm of post-Holocaust, post-communist dark tourism to 

that of travel destination. My presentation, however, will go back to before the 

destruction wrought by the Holocaust and Communism. I will reexamine the 

American author Marvin Lowenthal’s book, “ A World Passed By” – published in 1933, 

the year Hitler came to power, and described as the first comprehensive guide to 

Jewish heritage in Europe and North Africa. Though he was writing at a time when 

European Jewry flourished, he complained about the neglect of Jewish heritage at the 

same time that he pointed out its glories. In major cities across Europe, he wrote, 

marvelous synagogues often stood within a stone's throw of a famed cathedral, 

historic Jewish cemeteries often lay around the corner from souvenir shops or 

"literally and figuratively" in the shadow of renowned historic buildings. But the 

average traveler, he lamented, "knows nothing of their existence." Still, he went on, 

"like the cathedrals and castles of Christian Europe and the Moslem antiquities of 

Spain and North Africa, the Jewish monuments embody and perpetuate one of the 

oldest cultural forces of the Western World." Lowenthal's words -- and the concerns 

he expressed -- resonate loudly today. Indeed, they have served as something of a 

credo for my own work. In my presentation, I will elaborate on this. In part, I will focus 

on several “unknown” sites that he visited and described in 1933, and which I have 

documented and written about since the late 1980s.  
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