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The city of Görlitz at the German-Polish border between Dresden and Wrocław contains one 

of the rare synagogues in the eastern part of Germany that survived the so called 

"Kristallnacht" in 1938 without being totally destroyed. However, until today there is no 

Jewish community left in Görlitz, whose Jewish inhabitants perished in the Holocaust, 

emigrated outside of Germany during the Nazi tyranny or left their city after WW II under the 

communist regime of the GDR. As one of the most beautiful historic old towns in central 

Europe the European city of Görlitz, who together with its Polish twin city Zgorzelec applied 

for European Capital of Culture in 2010, the regional public and the city administration lately 

started the development of the former Synagogue for public purposes. The New Synagogue 

of Görlitz at Otto-Müller-Street was erected by the Dresden architects Lossow & Kühne 

together with the glass painter Josef Goller. The art deco building - consecrated in 1911 - 

with a height of 33 meters belongs to the first concrete buildings in modern Germany. After 

1945 it has been repaired in a makeshift manner as a cultural monument and became 

property of the city of Görlitz. Since the 1980ies during the GDR-period and later within 

reunified Germany the former synagogue gained more and more public interest. On the 

occasion of the 70. anniversary of the nights of the pogroms the Görlitz synagoge was 

reopened 2008 as a cultural center and meeting point. Currently a private association in 

cooperation with the city administration tries to develop a programme for a sustainable 

development of the cultural center, which is no longer used as a place of worship. However, 

there are still numerous open questions for a public use of the building in the future. The 

Görlitz synagoge association invited scolars and interested inhabitants to discuss ideas for 

the cultural programme for the future in a local landscape of demographic change and 

permanent transformation in 2017. The paper discusses the role the cultural forum could play 

within a small city (57,000 inhabitants) with a strong transcultural self-confidence bridging 

people at the German-Polish-Czech border triangle. 
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