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Urban structures are considered artefacts of cultures which created them. The present study concerns 

Jewish-Polish spaces and culture in central Poland in a diachronic way. It has been proved that Jewish 

society in pre-war Poland was an example of self-organisation and, as such, through bottom-up 

activities, had a significant impact on its unique character.  

 

A number of features have been analysed which have shown the existence of a separate spatial order 

specific to the Jewish culture. The current study proves that different cultures using the same spaces 

perceived spatial order differently. In order to explain this observation, a classification of elements 

pertaining to the notion of spatial order has been proposed which juxtaposes all the constituent 

elements with their cultural background. In earlier depictions, the features which were mentioned 

most when referring to the forms of Jewish quarters was their perceived disorder, which are revealed 

both in plans and in the physical appearance of structures as a lack of homogeneity of buildings’ 

forms and construction materials, the absence of geometry in plans and its subordination to the 

hierarchy of internal connections discernible only to adherents of Jewish tradition. 

 

Jewish habitus, an ensemble of urban structures and social situations reflecting their customs and 

practices of everyday life, turned into a record of these practices. The structures left behind, when 

superimposed with their cultural background, allow us to read the past activities and social relations. 

The juxtaposition of various spatial traits within the neighbouring areas, as well as the investigation 

of transformations, made it possible to distinguish features corresponding to each period and some 

of the cultural differences. These features were also recreated in locations where Jews emigrated; for 

instance, neighbourhoods in nineteenth-century London’s East End, inhabited by Jewish emigrants 

from Eastern Europe, characterised with similar features. 
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