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On 2 September 1991, the “Stiftung Begegnungsstätte für jüdische Geschichte und Kultur in 

Rostock“ (Max-Samuel-Haus) was established. This was made possible by Herbert Samuel’s 

donation of the villa at Schillerplatz 10 while he resided in England.  

 

The foundation bears the name of a successful businessman who was the longtime chair of 

Rostock’s Jewish community and the high council of the state Israelite community: Max Samuel 

(1883-1942). 

 

The foundation works according to its overarching goal: promotion of active tolerance among 

diverse people. Since 1991, over 2,700 projects have been realized. A total of over 100,000 

people have participated in these activities, including 45 exhibits, 28 international youth 

camps, reading events, presentations, and concerts. High points of the foundation’s work were, 

among others, the production of the children’s opera “Brundibar” and the rediscovery of the 

painter Bruno Gimpel. 

 

The Max-Samuel-Haus was able to assemble an archive. Contacts to other archives in the re-

gion, volunteer researchers, research institutions, and associations have been organized and 

strengthened in the past years. Further outcomes of this research are, among others, the 14 

publications of the foundation. 

 

Recently, a noticeable interest has increased among American, British, and Israeli tourists, who 

visit Mecklenburg for a few days via cruise ships. The Max-Samuel-Haus additionally plans to 

offer city tours in English and Hebrew. 

 

The Max-Samuel-Haus maintains contact with members of former Jewish families of Rostock 

around the world. Since 2001, the foundation has placed “Stolpersteine” in the city to com-

memorate victims of the Holocaust. The foundation actively accompanied the process of the 

reemergence of a Jewish community via Jewish refugees from the states of the former Soviet 

Union since early 1990’s. 

 

Approximately 80% of the funding of the foundation’s projects is comprised of funds from the 

state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and the city of Rostock, with the remaining 20% being 

income and donations. 


