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The history of Warsaw Jews begins in medieval ages. For centuries they were important part 

of inhabitants of the city. Before the World War II Jews constituted 30% of Warsaw citizens - 

it was the second largest Jewish community in Europe. Poland was the centre of Jewish 

culture, thanks to a long period of statutory religious tolerance and social autonomy. During 

World War II there was a nearly complete genocidal destruction of the Jewish community by 

Nazi Germany. The Heritage Protection Office of the City of Warsaw undertakes various 

activities to recall the memory of the history of Polish Jews and to preserve the tangible 

remains of Jewish heritage in Warsaw. The Warsaw ghetto is the most dramatic evidence of 

the Holocaust in the city. Established by the German authorities between October and 

November 16, 1940, it was the largest of all the Jewish ghettos in German-occupied Europe 

during World War II. This vast area is only partly under statutory protection. The former 

ghetto covers a large part of the city center, and therefore is under threat of development 

pressure. This leads to situations where the earthworks are carried out without supervision of 

the heritage specialists. Thus the relics of the tragic events related to the ghetto and remains 

of the Jewish community and its culture are accidentally lost or destroyed. In order to solve 

this problem the Heritage Protection Office has initiated the project aiming to develop a 

comprehensive archaeological, conservation and historical research of the Warsaw ghetto 

area. The study, that is thought to be an interdisciplinary analysis carried out by various 

specialists in the field of Jewish culture, heritage protection, archeology, history and historical 

cartography will be a guidance to mitigate the impact of construction works to be 

undertaken within the area. The presentation will demonstrate both the scope and character 

of the Jewish heritage in Warsaw and the main aspects of the currently undergoing research 

study. 

 

 


