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Nowadays, Plac Bohaterów Getta (the Ghetto Heroes' Square), as a site of memory, is subject to 

various social practices. This place is an element of Krakow's heritage that evokes the difficult 

history of the Jewish community connected with the Holocaust and the ghetto that existed here 

during World War II. The square, which is the object of commemoration, is an element of space 

which on various occasions allows for subsequent reconstruction and construction of narratives 

about the past.  

 

The presentation's aim will be to analyze and interpret cultural practices related to the space of Plac 

Bohaterów Getta, using the material from ethnographic fieldwork conducted during the 

ceremonies held in 2017 and 2018 as a basis. Most of all I want to discuss commemorations and 

the ways in which the square is being used by Jewish communities, city residents, city guides, 

tourists and artists. Examples include the Memorial March to mark the anniversary of the 

liquidation of the Krakow Ghetto, the March for Remembrance and Life and, for the first time this 

year, the Remember with Us March.  

 

Filled with meanings, the palimpsest space of Plac Bohaterów Getta comes alive under the 

influence of commemorative actions. The accompanying speeches and narratives form a repository 

of contemporary stories about the past of the place, the city and the people. These will be 

discussed in the context of critical heritage studies approach to show that heritage is constructed 

and that depends on the context in which it is being discussed. It may also have different meanings 

in due to the nature of the event or the perspective of the group. Contemporary commemorations 

connected with Plac Bohaterów Getta are an example of dynamic changes taking place in the field 

of memory and heritagization related phenomena.  
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