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This paper will lead a comparative analysis of the current state of Jewish Architectural Heritage 

in the cities of Yazd, Iran and Fez, Morocco, while investigating their tourism potential. In both 

Iran and Morocco, Jewish communities have had long histories, co-existing alongside Muslims, 

and vastly enriching the cultural, urban and architectural fabric of these countries. Prior to the 

Iranian Revolution of 1979, approximately 100,000 Jews lived in Iran, but only 8,700 remain 

today, still making Iran, the largest Jewish community in the Middle East after Israel. Similarly, 

before the founding of Israel in 1948, there were about 250,000 to 350,000 Jews in the country, 

which gave Morocco the largest Jewish community in the Muslim world, but fewer than 2,500 or 

so remain. Due to the dwindling numbers of the Jewish population in Iran and Morocco, the 

subsistence of this heritage has become problematic. Unlike Iran, the Moroccan government, in 

collaboration with the Moroccan Jewish Cultural Heritage Foundation (FPJM : Fédération du 

Patrimoine Culturel Juif Marocain), has launched, since 1995, an important restoration program 

which includes the restoration of 15 synagogues and 167 Jewish cemeteries across the country. 

Nevertheless, the majority of Jewish heritage, especially in arid, dense cities such as Yazd and 

Fez, with high demographic pressure and urban gentrification, remains at high risk of decay and 

lacks documentation. In the face of this slow erasure of an important cultural facet of Morocco 

and Iran, and the parallel development of Jewish heritage tourism - nascent in Iran and well 

rooted in Morocco- this paper wishes to propose a thorough documentation of both Yazd’s and 

Fez’s Jewish heritage, and design sustainable strategies for their restoration and transformation 

into tourist destinations for a wide and diverse audience.   
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