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Purpose of the article: to investigate the role of cities of Podillia in preserving the cultural, spiritual, 

historical heritage of East European Jews and increasing their tourist attractiveness at the present 

stage. 

In the history of the Jewish people, Podillia, as the historical and geographical region of Ukraine, 

occupies an important place. It includes modern Vinnytsia region, the largest part of Khmelnytsky 

region, Southeastern regions of Ternopil region, small parts other regions of Ukraine. Here, starting 

from the sixteenth century formed one of the most powerful Ashkenazi regional communities. 

However, at the present stage, because of to the sharp decline of the Jewish population of Podillia, 

and sometimes its complete disappearance, the Jewish national minority, the Ukrainian state and 

local authorities must keep with preserving the monuments of history and culture of the Jewish 

people, which is not only Ukrainian heritage, but also World Jewry. Without proper support, 

funding, the state may soon lose some well-known examples of architecture, burial culture, 

literature, personal archives of prominent minority figures. In particular, the synagogue of 1586 in 

Shargorod (Vinnytsia region), which is one of the oldest in Podillia, needs the reconstruction. Such 

support also needed by the surviving synagogues of the region. The ancient cemeteries of the Jews 

of Podillya, which still have burial since the XVI century (for example, in Medzhybizh) need of 

significant financial resources.  

Accomplishment of these steps will promote the perception of Podillya as one of the world’s 

centers of Jewish material and spiritual culture and will significantly increase the tourist 

attractiveness of the region. 

Within this framework the author wrote about 30 articles of the  

research “The Jewish population of Podillia (40th century of the twentieth century – the beginning 

of the XXI century)” (2017, Ukrainian language, http://library.vspu.net/handle/123456789/1600 ). 
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