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By 1900 over 150,000 Jewish refugees had settled in London’s East End. The district of 

Whitechapel became the heart of this thriving Jewish quarter, which had its own 

commercial and trade centres, social, political, religious and entertainment hubs. By 

WWII the community had started to decline, by the 1960s it had largely dissipated but 

there was a visible Jewish presence until the 1990s. Today without an expert guide it is 

almost impossible to get any sense of former Jewish occupation there, Jewish 

Whitechapel has become a lost landscape built upon several times by other arrivals from 

around the world.  

 

The story of the Jewish East End is about to slip out of living memory, 95% of the 

tangible Jewish heritage has been sold, demolished or simply disappeared. A small 

Museum of the Jewish East End opened in North London in 1983, which has since closed. 

The collections have gone to the London Jewish Museum (also North London). There is 

still nowhere in East London for visitors to learn about the rich Jewish Heritage of the 

area. Touristic Jewish experiences in that locale currently take the form of visits to one of 

four synagogues, one off events for festivals and guided tours, which are increasingly 

limited due to the lack of places to see. This visual presentation will highlight the urgent 

need to celebrate and preserve the heritage of London's Jewish East End whilst 

examining proposed solutions: digital memory maps, GPS activated guided walking 

tours, the development of the first permanent Jewish Heritage Centre in London’s oldest 

Ashkenazi Synagogue in the area and the creation of a Jewish Tourist Quarter in London 

like Amsterdam’s.  
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