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In the specialist literature, the Berlin tenement (Berliner Mietskaserne) is considered as the 

epitome of speculative overuse of the residential block on the eve of the modern period. This 

view misses the fact that at the turn of the 19th century, several urban districts in Berlin were 

built for an emerging middle class that are of outstanding urban quality. The Jewish 

entrepreneur Georg Haberland (Berlinische Boden-Gesellschaft) developed the Bavarian 

District in Berlin that contribued greatly to the history of urban development at the beginning 

of the 20th century, a contribution seriously underestimated: In addition to the Anglo-Saxon 

way of suburbanization of the middle class and the French way of urbanization of the 

bourgeoisie within the existing town - which are commented on extensively – the urban 

interventions of Haberland are a little-documented third way in the history of city expansions.  

 

Soon after its completion the Bavarian District became an immediate attraction for the 

middle class in Berlin with an ensuing vibrant social life. Moreover, until 1933, the district 

became the heart of Jewish social life in Berlin and was called the ‘industrial area of 

intelligence’ and the center of the district - the Victoria-Luise-Square - became a ‘microcosm 

for Russian immigrants’. Haberland’s urban development created a social and cultural 

heterogeneity that was representing an urbanity of high quality soon after the 

implementation and until the outbreak of the war. After Shoah and World War II the district 

has not recovered yet. 

 

In this paper, first, I address the question of the architectural and urban quality in relation to 

urban density created by the Jewish entrepreneur Georg Haberland. Second, I seek to explain 

what were the urban attractors for a Jewish community during the interwar period. And third, 

I want to examine what is left of Haberland’s urban ideas, why they are underestimated and 

how Jewish heritage nowadays is still perceivable in the Bavarian Distict. 
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