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The artist behind the Stolpersteine project, Gunter Demnig cites the Talmud: “‘a person is 

only forgotten when his or her name is forgotten.’  The Stolpersteine in front of the buildings 

bring back to memory the people who once lived here. Each “stone” begins with HERE 

LIVED… One “stone”. One name. One person.”i  

Anne Gro Christensen has taken this adage as a personal mission.  She grew up next door to 

what had been the home of the Scharff family, the sole Jews in the town of Hønefoss.   

Hearing stories of her father’s friendship with Jakob Scharff, deported to Auschwitz in 1942, 

has had a profound effect on her life.  She has spent the last 20 years uncovering the story of 

the Scharff family.  Her book, Gitels Bok min jødiske familieii, is the culmination of her 

research, having chased down material artifacts, stories, and documents.   One of her many 

projects evolving from her research is the stolperstein (Norwegian:  snublestein) 

memorialising the Scharff family that she commissioned, laid in the centre of the town of 

Hønefoss, outside the Scharff family business premises. When asked why she has devoted 

much of her life to this project, she echoed Demnig’s words, stating that “it’s not enough 

simply to say 6 million were killed.  It was Jakob, it was Jessy…” 

Demnig and Christensen’s practices and commitments raise troubling questions about the 

memorialisation and (re)creation of Holocaust and Jewish memory.  Reflecting key concerns 

of this conference, we take these questions as central, examining practices of grievability in a 

country with fewer than 2000 Jews.  The particular setting of Norway raises issues about a 

country occupied by the Nazis, the bulk of whose Jewish population was murdered, and yet 

has never fully come to terms with this legacy.  In light of Norway’s shallow Jewish historical 

roots, and few contemporary descendants of victims, we ask about the limits of grievability. 

Furthermore, as a specific case study, we focus on the genealogy of stolpersteine in two 

small towns in rural Norway raising concerns about memory-making and materiality. 
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ihttp://www.stolpersteine.eu/en/ 
ii Gittel’s Book: My Jewish Family 

                                                           


