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The stated goal of the 2018 Conference on “Urban Jewish Heritage” is “to identify new thinking 

to preserve and sustainably manage both the tangible and intangible aspects of Jewish culture 

and to communicate this to a wider audience”.  The single largest, and publicly and permanently 

most visible, aspect of Jewish culture –or for that matter any culture- is that culture’s built 

environment.  Although much has been written about the fascinating post-socialist physical 

transformation and revitalization of the Jewish quarters of the former Soviet-block countries, 

these studies have nearly exclusively remained on the plane of theory without engaging the 

actual physical landscape –i.e. the tangible Jewish heritage- as the object of systematic 

observation and analysis.  As a result, these studies have not been able to advance beyond 

anecdotal accounts and subjective appraisals, which represent a week foundation for new 

thinking about the preservation and sustainable management of these spaces.  To initiate new 

thinking, it is necessary to first identify what this built heritage is composed of at each site, how 

the component parts have changed over time, what their current condition and uses/functions 

are, and what visible expressions of Jewish culture -both past and present- they embody.  

Written from the perspective of urban landscape architecture and heritage studies, this paper 

presents the results of my study conducted in the Budapest Jewish quarter in 2017-2018.  The 

study is based on the systematic recording and mapping of the current building stock and 

landscape features of the Jewish quarter, their condition, uses and functions, expressions of 

Jewish culture, plus archival and literature search and interviews with stockholders.  The study is 

an empirical assessment and evaluation of the post-socialist changes in this neighborhood with 

the ultimate goal to identify improved ways to preserve the quarter’s built environment and to 

communicate its Jewish heritage. 
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