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Georgia is one of the rare more and less pro-Semitic country. Through centuries, 

relationships between Georgian people and local Jews were quite good and mostly 

nonviolent. During the soviet era, Georgian Jews were less under pressure than other Jews 

elsewhere in the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, since the early 1970’s, Georgian Jews were 

pioneers of the escaping from the Soviet Union, mostly to Israel, settled in poor 

‘development towns’. A second major wave of migration happened at the beginning of the 

1990’s, after the end of the Soviet Union, toward Israeli cities but also to the West (New York 

City, Vienna and Antwerp), and to Russian metropolises (Moscow and Saint Petersburg) too. 

These Jewish migrations were a part of the massive migrations caused by the extremely 

chaotic situation of Georgia during the 1990’s. As a result, during the 2000’s, the Jewish life 

almost disappeared in most of Georgian towns and cities, except in Tbilisi, where few 

thousands of Jews are still living. 

 

The Rose Revolution in 2003 offered a new context. Daily life became less insecure and the 

country started to appear as a stable destination for tourists and capitals. This had a positive 

impact on both Jewish heritage and local Jewish life, and increased the Israeli interest in 

developing ties with Georgia. Since then, the Georgian State is promoting the country in 

different ways, including the promotion of religious history and diversity, especially the 

Jewish heritage, helping Jewish communities to renovate synagogues, opening of a museum 

etc. It contributes to attract a large part of Israeli tourists that include Jewish heritage in their 

tours, and that reinforces too the matter of pride of Georgian Jews abroad, especially those in 

Israel. Recently, they began to come back for short trips to Georgia, after one or two 

generations, seeking their roots… 
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