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The Baghdadi Jews played a key role in Kolkata’s mercantile development, engaged in 

governance, built magnificent buildings and synagogues and established schools. Never more 

than 4,000 in number, the community was influential and integrated in the fabric of the city. 

With India gaining independence, unsure of their future, they started leaving. Now, with less 

than 20 Jews remaining in this city, the synagogues are rarely used, the Jewish Girls School 

hasn’t had a Jewish student in the last 40 years and the cemetery has no visitors. The remaining 

identifier of their culture and history is the Jewish traditional culinary practices. In the course 

of research, Flower Silliman, an 86 year old Jewish citizen was found to have come to Kolkata 

to keep the tradition alive by documenting the recipes. With the alarming number of Jews left 

in the city, food items are also at the risk of being history.  

 

This paper thus, looks at this issue trying to conceptualize a unique approach to management 

of the diminishing Jewish identity. Conceptualizing a community museum for food could thus, 

be a necessary intervention for the preservation of cultural or religious objects, the indigenous 

knowledge and traditional skills of the communities they serve, along with environments in 

which such objects were used. This, in turn, would enable community members to function as 

the primary keepers of their history and collective memory. An area near each synagogue 

could be assigned to create such museums which would display and serve authentic Jewish 

food, along with installations of the Jewish dining practices and the different occasional chores. 

Such an intervention would help increase visitors to the synagogues and help the history and 

the beliefs of the community to be known, thus facilitating with a recognition and identity to 

safeguard their culture from extinction.  
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