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Ten years ago Monuments & Archaeology (M&A) of the City of Amsterdam came up 

with the report Inventory of Jewish Cultural Heritage in the district of Central 

Amsterdam, commissioned by the City Council. The report includes a list and a short 

description of 125 buildings in the city center - small, big, well known, unknown, listed 

monument or not - with a Jewish origin or historical background. The list is preceded 

by an Introduction on the sudden attention and interest to this subject, a chapter on 

the history of Jewish habitation and settlement in Amsterdam and some specific 

conclusions and recommendations on how to treat this important legacy in the 

modernizing and expanding city. 

 

No need to emphasize that since about 1600 Amsterdam’s every corner is saturated 

with Jewish influences. It would have been impossible and also undesirable to attempt 

to unravel the city street by street and building for building, to trace every detectable 

sign of Jewish habitation. Such a form of statistical research could leave an unpleasant 

taste in the mouth. Therefore fear of an unwanted side effect of stigmatizing was the 

first reaction of the Jewish Historical Museum to the proposed research project. But, 

with the conviction that a careful handling of the built past, however sensitive, is of 

great social importance and is best served by adequate cultural and historical 

knowledge, M&A not rejected the commission, but sought a more global structure. The 

obvious conclusion is that Amsterdam would most certainly have looked different 

without the sustained Jewish presence in the city, and would not have the same appeal 

to residents, the international business community and tourists. We should be pretty 

grateful to the Jews who made Amsterdam their Mokum alev. 

 

M&A will be delighted to present the research and outcome of this report to the 

conference, including recent urban renewal plans based on the recommendations.   


