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The museums project MiQua. LVR Jewish Museum in the Archaeological Quarter 

Cologne, Germany 

 

Dr. Christiane Twiehaus 

Head of Department for Jewish History and Culture 

MiQua. LVR-Jewish Museum in the Archaeological Quarter Cologne 

 

Only a few steps away from the Cologne Cathedral nearly 2000 years of town history 

come alive, manifested in an archaeological site covering more than 6000 m² with 

features and finds from the roman period up to the 20th century. Archaeologists 

uncovered the huge and multi-phased Palace of the Roman governor of the province 

Germania Inferior from the first to fourth century AD and the medieval Jewish quarter 

with a Synagogue and Mikveh from the early 11th century, also Jewish community 

institutions and private houses. Therefore the excavation area shows not only the 

medieval Jewish history from the early 11th century until 1424, the time, when Jews had 

to leave the city, but also Roman architecture, houses, and workshops of medieval 

goldsmiths and finally finds from every century up to the Second World War. This place 

in the heart of Cologne always had a special importance over the centuries, but the 

function and history of the buildings, and the stories of the people who lived and 

worked here, changed.  

In the basement, in the excavation site as the authentic place, the permanent exhibition 

will be situated. The exhibition will tell the story of the place and the people who lived 

here, the story of leadership and everyday life, coexistence, religion and violence, 

inclusion and exclusion. We are developing all this from the features and the finds that 

were found in this place during the excavations. We always start with the archaeological 

features and finds, not with a topic. Furthermore we try to show the finds at or close to 

the place where they were found to keep them in their historical and authentic context. 

Jewish history and culture is part of this site with its diverse history. It will be shown in 

the context of this special place rather than locally and thematically isolated. 
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