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Jews settled in the territory of historic Lithuania during the rule of Grand Duke Gediminas in the 

first half of the 14th century. Economic and historic conditions in the Lithuanian lands proved to be 

conducive for the emergence of a unique community of Lithuanian Jews, which later became 

known as the Litvaks. Jewish quarters were formed in each town, with a synagogue and a 

synagogue yard as a prayer house and schooling and administrative centre of the local community. 

In present day Lithuania, the quiet witnesses of this formerly glorious culture can be encountered in 

various Lithuanian towns and villages. Currently, there are ninety synagogues in Lithuania, most of 

them are masonry, but there also are wooden synagogues which are rare in Europe. There are 

known that wooden architecture is appreciated in the world, so those synagogues are invaluable.  

 

There is a website https://jewish-heritage-lithuania.org/ where are written al historical and cultural 

Jewish heritage buildings, quarter which are executive and the tourists could visit them. One of the 

most valuable sacred objects of the Jewish heritage is complex of three buildings in Kalvarija, which 

are consisting of baroque and eclectic synagogues, and rabbin house. The debate about this 

unique complex future has been going for many years. At 2018-04-02 after meeting of 

representatives of Lithuanian Jewish community and the representatives from department of 

cultural heritage were decided continue to use the synagogue complex as planned and continue 

the renewl of the synagogue. There are old Jewish cemetery nearby the complex. It is the largest 

cemetery in Lithuania.  

 

There are noticeable that the more and more science doctors decided to make their scientific 

works about Jewish heritage. This is invaluable impulse which discover the values of Jewish heritage 

in Lithuania.  


