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Every town in Poland has an official website run by the town hall, which includes, among 

other content, a brief history of the town and a list of its most important historical 

monuments. Sometimes such historical notes are written and signed by local historians, 

sometimes their authors remain anonymous. They are supposed to attract tourists, and serve 

promotional purposes in the first place. This research project looks at the historical notes 

included on official websites of county towns in Southern Poland, particularly those located in 

the regions of Małopolska and Podkarpacie, that once had important and thriving Jewish 

communities. The goal is to show how local authorities nowadays present Jewish history and 

related material heritage of their town. The research project highlights several questions: is 

there particular interest in Jewish heritage in these towns, or contrarily – their Jewish heritage 

is largely ignored? Does the number of preserved Jewish heritage sites and their condition 

affect the way Jewish history is presented? How detailed, consistent and plausible is the 

information about the history of local pre-war Jewish communities and the Holocaust? How 

is it included in the general history of the town – is it fully integrated in the general narrative 

or marginal? This has been done by examining historical notes available on the websites of 

36 county towns, using quantitative and qualitative analysis, as well as media content analysis 

and critical discourse analysis. The research project shows an important number of similarities 

and differences between approaches to local Jewish history in towns of one region, and in 

some cases brings forward serious discrepancy or inconsistency between existing material 

traces, commemorative initiatives undertaken locally and official historical narratives. 
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