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Frankfurt’s Jewish history dates back to the Middle Ages. The oldest gravestone in the old 

Jewish cemetery dates from 1272. During the early modern period, Jewish life in the city 

experienced a cultural boom. In modern times, Jewish personalities known across Europe 

shaped the history and culture of the city. However, the material heritage of this rich Jewish 

history was mostly destroyed by the Nazis or fell victim to the bombs of World War II. Of the 

city’s Jewish prayer houses, only the Westend Synagogue built in 1908-1910 was preserved. 

The Jewish Museum in Frankfurt tries to present this rich heritage at its two locations. The 

residence of the Rothschild family on the banks of the river Main has served as the main 

building of the museum since its opening in 1988, where it has been collecting, preserving 

and exhibiting the city’s Jewish cultural assets. It is currently undergoing major renovations 

and will reopen in 2019. The reorganization of the second location of the Jewish Museum was 

completed in 2016. Since then, the award-winning Museum Judengasse has been presenting 

the material heritage of the early modern period in the ruins of Europe’s first Jewish ghetto. 

Near Museum Judengasse, a memorial for the Jews deported and murdered by the National 

Socialists was opened in 1996. In 2016, it was supplemented by a second memorial site at the 

former wholesale market hall, now the European Central Bank, which was the starting point 

for the deportations of more than 10,000 Jews. 

 

The Jewish Museum conducts guided tours of the two memorial sites, of the two historic 

Jewish cemeteries and in the urban space. Particular attention is paid to Jewish contemporary 

history. The recently launched app “Invisible Places” takes interested people to various places 

in Frankfurt connected to the stories of Jews after 1945. 
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