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Across Europe, 2018 is being celebrated as something special. Each year since 1983, the 

European Parliament and the Council of the European Union, on the recommendation of the 

European Commission, have chosen an annual theme of action, designating the ‘European 

Year of –’. Now, in its 35th year, it is the turn of cultural heritage. The aim of the European 

Year of Cultural Heritage is to “encourage more people to discover and engage with 

Europe's cultural heritage, and to reinforce a sense of belonging to a common European 

space. The slogan for the year is: Our heritage: where the past meets the future.” 26 member 

states and some other countries have appointed national co-ordinators (I represent the UK) 

as the choreographers of programmes that demonstrate how national and European 

identities are interrelated through common history, traditions and creative expression. The 

vehicle of this initiative is the nation state. So where does Jewish cultural heritage find 

expression in this? Jewish cultural heritage is, in a sense, everywhere and nowhere: not so 

much rooted in place as people; there are no territories, borders or sovereignty but time-

deep relationships where place-based European and national values are the fabric upon 

which relationship-based Jewish values are woven. This presentation will reflect on this and 

whether the European Commission’s objectives of 2018 have been enriched by Jewish 

cultural heritage. Analysis of the thousands of events across all of Europe during the year will 

provide a glimpse of the reality. In addition, as this conference is about urban reality as 

places where there is the greatest intensity of relationships, the presentation will refer to 

some site-specific case studies to see if Jewish values have worked their way into the genius 

loci where European values are being proclaimed, and whether national values are essential 

to this or circumstantial. 

European      Relationships  Values 

About the Author: 

 Director, North of England Civic Trust 

 UK National Co-ordinator, 2018 European Year of Cultural Heritage 

 Board member, Europa Nostra; member of the Advisory Panel of the 7 Most 

Endangered programme 

 Advisory Panel, Foundation for Jewish Heritage 

 President, Hungarian Renaissance Foundation 

 Distinguished Research Fellow, Institute of Advanced Studies Kőszeg (University of 

Pannonia), Hungary 

 Advisor to the Executive Board, Fédération européenne des métiers du patrimoine 

(FEMP) (European Federation for Architectural Heritage Skills) 

 Member, Historic Environment Advisory Group, National Trust 

 

 


