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Before time and earthquakes threaten more Italian museums, such as the Roman National 

Museum of the Baths of Diocletian and the National Naples Archaeological Museum storage 

facilities, we need to save the thousands of Roman Jewish stone epitaphs remaining to be re-

investigated. It is incumbent upon us to revise the outdated and biased Corpus of Jewish 

Inscriptions, spanning the seventeenth through the early twentieth centuries. These records 

continue to be used as original primary sources for archaeological works. We must properly 

conserve them for future generations. 

 

I believe the opportunity now arises to present, to a greater number and variety of international 

museum visitors, information and reflections on the relationship between two great religions: 

Judaism and Christianity. This opportunity is open to us through our concerted efforts to 

conserve the thousands of Jewish epitaphs in storage, and thus broaden the intellectual and 

artistic relationship between the important Jewish and Christian communities throughout Italy 

and the world. 

 

The conservation of Roman Jewish stone epitaphs is a subject of great magnitude. This paper is 

not intended to be a comprehensive guide to their conservation. Rather, this paper would like to 

demonstrate how select distinct nuances, gathered through my continuous research, yield a 

different way of reading, understanding, and interpreting these sacred tombstones, which is a 

particularly praiseworthy undertaking not to be overlooked. The historic preservationist has the 

duty to draw international attention and awareness to Torah scholars, in particular to women 

Torah scholars, to insist on the conservation of these stone epitaphs, re-documenting and re-

photographing, in their original place in storage, the information already established as existing 

in these inscriptions. In spite of enormous costs, international travel, incurring hours of pain-

staking tedious labor, this undertaking is imperative. Otherwise, these Roman Jewish stone 

epitaphs risk total destruction in an event of another earthquake. 
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