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Uzhhorod is a small town in the Transcarpathian region of Ukraine, with 115,000 inhabitants. 

There is a small Jewish community of 250 Jews in the town and vicinity, with some 100,000+ 

Jews living in the area prior to 1938. 

Uzhhorod has a number of Jewish heritage sites, including a large synagogue no longer used 

for worship.  During the Soviet regime, it was used as a concert venue and continues to be so 

used. The ladies’ gallery upstairs was given a new floor and became the auditorium. 

The building itself is owned by the municipality, which is responsible for its upkeep.  

Challenges 

The Uzhhorod Jewish community wishes to set up a Jewish museum within the building. 

However, it proposes to only use part of the basement area for the museum, thereby seeking 

to allay any fears the current users and the local residents might have about a Jewish 

takeover of the building.  

The basement has been used as a storage space over the years and is in a bad state of 

repairs. The Jewish community is seeking for funds to renovate that space and make it usable 

as a museum space, with a separate side-entrance.  

Plans for what will be exhibited in the museum are well advanced, with archival materials, 

photographs and a great deal of documentation. There is also a virtual museum site 

(https://jewish.uz.ua) 

The municipality have agreed that there should be a Jewish museum but would rather not 

have it in the synagogue building and have offered alternative premises.  

Opportunities  

The project of setting up a Jewish museum within the synagogue premises could still be 

viable if an alternative approach were considered.  

My own study of how the Jewish museum in Bologna, Italy, came to be established and used 

both Foucault’s notions of discourse formations (Foucault, 1972) and Lidchi’s application of 

such models to the world of exhibitions and museums (Lidchi, 1997). Of note was the coming 

together of a number of local government and regional agendas, such as tourism promotion 

and urban regeneration plans. 

There is scope for placing the need for a Jewish museum in Uzhhorod in the wider discourse 

concerning cultural heritage in the city and the region, as well as contributing to tourism 

promotion and cultural production.  


