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Jewish tourism gained new expressions in 1930's following the Jewish national revival 

and regeneration of Jewish nationalism. Zionist activists gathered in British Palestine 

and planned forming Olympic Games specifically for Jews. Thousands of Jewish 

athletes and visitors from all over the world attended the first Maccabiah Games, 

which were held in 1932 in Tel-Aviv, a city that was founded only a few years earlier. 

As such major event was unprecedented for the Jewish community in Mandatory 

Palestine, the organizers, along with the founders of Tel-Aviv, needed to establish 

new touristic patterns. 

The most urgent task was to host thousands of tourists and athletes that came to the 

games. As part of these efforts, officials called on residents to accommodate tourists 

in their houses. By taking responsibility, Tel-Aviv Municipality leveraged the events 

and tried to create a new urban heritage in order to promote national aspirations. 

Eventually, this pattern of hosting initiated a tradition of conducting various national 

events in Tel-Aviv. 

The founders of the Maccabiah also harnessed the traditional Jewish heritage and 

well-established Holy Land tourism to their own needs. The visitors were encouraged 

to attend guided tours, showing the local region, in order to present the Zionist 

achievements. The tour combined sites that demonstrated the national revival with 

historic ones, including some holy sites. By that they formed a model for Jewish 

modern guided tours. 

The Maccabiah Games are, therefore, a case study for building a national tourism 

tradition in absence of one, by using existing traditional practices. I will discuss the 

way the games affected heritage tourism by focusing on both aspects: the 

development of tourism industry in Tel-Aviv, a new city without prior tourist 

traditions; as well as the actions that were undertaken and the interpretation of more 

traditional Jewish heritage tours, as ground for synthesizing them into a new tourist 

experience.   
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