
Urban Jewish Heritage Conference 2018; proposal for a FRH and PRERICO Joint 

Session 

 

Creating a Future for Places of Religion and Ritual – Heritage Promotion and 

Protection in Europe and Beyond 

ICOMOS International Scientific Committee PRERICO (Places of Religion and Ritual) was 

established in 2017 “to research, and provide specialised interests in Monuments and Sites of 

Religions and Ritual, including places of world religions and local traditions and beliefs, 

religious heritage and sacred places including their intangible significance” (By-Laws, 2017).  

One proposed activity is to “In the World Heritage context initiate a gap analysis (…) on 

religious/sacred heritage”. The need for developing the UNESCO World Heritage List was 

documented in an ICOMOS report (The World Heritage List. Filling the Gaps – an Action Plan 

for the Future, 2004), which stated that Christianity, occurring 106 times in the list, is much 

more represented than other religions as Judaism (7), Islam (18) and Hinduism (15 times). A 

recent search for “Synagogue” resulted in 11 hits, though none of these were individually 

appointed synagogues. This can be compared with “Church”, resulting in 293 hits (out of a 

total of 1073, or 832 cultural sites. 

With its many experts, specialized in heritage of different religions, will PRERICO be able to 

perform a more thorough and updated analysis of the current situation and suggest a 

strategy for filling the World Heritage gaps considering religions as Judaism. 

FRH (Future for Religious Heritage) 

FRH is a non-religious organisation open to all, as well bottom-up as top-down 

organisations. (www.frh-europe.org) Initiated as a grass-roots movement, has been set up to 

act as a catalyst for change in the sector, to help those active in the management of Europe’s 

religious heritage and to provide them with tools to facilitate their task. FRH does not only 

raise awareness of the threats facing Europe’s religious heritage, it offers a communication 

platform through which experiences, expertise on common challenges as well as successfull 

initiatives are promoted and shared. Furthermore it identifies areas where a European wide 

response is appropriate and influences policy makers on behalf of its members. FRH s 

members include not for profit sector organisations, national and regional networks, 

universities, religious organisations, businesses, individuals, local and national governments in 

all European countries and beyond. FRH is one of the stakeholders for the EU Commission for 

the EYCH2018 and one of the 28 supported EU Networks through the Creative Europe 

Network grants, FRH’s conference in October 2018 will, in line with the EYCH2018 main 

themes, focus on 4 themes: Engaging people, promoting sustainability, fostering protection 

and stimulating innovation. 

 

Relevancy for the Krakow Conference:  

As for the European Year a special working group is formed by the European commission to 

focus upon the 4th European Initiative for the EYCH: Heritage in transition: re-imagining 

industrial, religious and military spaces and landscapes for the regeneration of urban and 

rural areas (under the sustainability pillar. Both PRERICO as FRH are partners in this working 

group. 

http://www.frh-europe.org/


 

As the European Year is an invitation to ‘encourage synergies between cultural heritage and 

environment policies by integrating cultural heritage into environmental, architectural and 

planning policies. The 4th initiative aims at promoting good practice and smart ways to 

transform Europe’s heritage for new use(r ) s and to turn it into a driver of economic and 

social development for European Cities and regions.  

 

The initiative will have three main components running concomitantly: 

Component I – Exchange of good practice 

Component II - Engagement 

Component III – Urban/rural regeneration and sustainable development 

Under pillar I: Conferences to share experience and discuss reuse challenges are organised 

throughout the year. (f.i. during the Berlin Summit june 2018).  

Under pillar II: FRH's Torch Initiative will collect personal stories related to religious heritage 

and travel throughout Europe from January to October 2018. 

Under pillar III: FRH is under component III partner in an Erasmus+ project Europetour which 

will end in August 2018. The project will present its outcomes, an online bestpractice map and 

8 self guided training courses for cultural tourism stakeholders in rural areas containing a series 

of exercises and best practices in 7 languages. 

 

We would like to share relevant outcomes so far, and FRH would like to focus on Religious 

heritage at the European Year of Cultural heritage. How to cooperate to benefit in order to 

build a strong legacy for 2018 and beyond. 

 

 

 


