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“I would suppose Lithuanian Jews who took part in the amazing process of Lithuania‘s rebirth did 

not seek to infuse into it some specifically Jewish features, did not attempt at creating something 

like “Jewish architecture“. Their activity was probably only marked with an exceptional vigor so 

characteristic to Jewish people. Their aspiration for higher professional education led quite a 

number of young Jews to European and Russian universities thus stimulating modern tendencies in 

Lithuania. As a matter of fact, Tel Aviv that rapidly developed during the same period is called “The 

Capital of Bauhaus” – just like Kaunas!“ wrote to me an outstanding Israeli-Lithuanian engineer 

Moshe Rosenblum, a son of prominent Lithuanian Jewish engineer and architect Anatolijus 

Rozenbliumas. 

After gaining its independence from Russian Empire in 1918, Lithuania had to create itself “from 

the scratch“, including developing a new capital – Kaunas (due to geopolitical shifts of that 

historical period Vilnius, the historical capital of Lithuania, was assigned to Poland). In contrast to 

its contemporary rather mono-ethnic structure Kaunas of the 1920-ties was a multi-ethnic city with 

the Jewish community comprising arround 30 per-cent. A very significant part of the professionals 

in the architectural and building industry were Kaunas‘ians of Litvak (Lithuanian Jewish) origin who 

left an important trace in the architectural heritage of the Inter-War period (1920-1940). 

Presentation aims at highlighting the most prominent examples of Kaunas Modernist architecture 

of 1920-ties and 1930-ties created or co-created by Litvak architects and/or engineers. Several 

buildings under question present a strikingly pure case of Functionalism, Bauhaus and other 

dominant architectural styles of that epoch. Such outstanding personalities as Anatolijus 

Rozenbliumas and Mikas Grodzenskis will be discussed in more detail.    
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