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Heritage has different meanings for different audiences. Jewish districts like Kazimierz in Kraków, 

Poland, that represent reminders of a multi-ethnic  past offer narratives and thoughts, which may 

enhance tolerance, respect for diversity and pluralism and eventually reconcile conflicted 

interethnic relations. Kazimierz's diversified composition of material and intangible Jewish heritage 

offers a broad range of interpretations of the past and present of Jews in Krakow. Polish-Jewish 

relations are to some extent still overshadowed by a contested past of atrocities up to the point of 

recent anti-Semitic incidents. 

Kazimierz is a place of a revival and celebration of Jewish life in Poland but it is also a place with a 

history of conflicts, which are perpetually reinterpreted and retold according to the circumstances 

of the present. Thus, Kazimierz also carries the potential/dangers of reinforcing stereotypes and 

lead to further tensions in Polish-Jewish relations. It is the physical and the intangible heritage, its 

presentation but also the broader urban setting in which it is interwoven that play a decisive role in 

the way heritage is made use of, negotiated and understood. 

The Jewish revival in the picturesque district of Kazimierz has induced revitalization and 

gentrification of the area. Throughout the process of gentrification, Kazimierz's heritage has been 

commodified, which has – among local residents – generated distinct forms of interpreting and 

attributing meaning, depending on how locals see themselves represented in the transformed 

space. The emerging interpretations and meanings represent a good indicator for people's 

attitudes towards the past but also present circumstances.  

What does it mean for Kazimierz's short and long-term residents to live among the traces of the 

past, in the present?  

Set against this context, the paper focuses on Kazimierz's non-Jewish residents' relations towards 

Jews, paying close attention to its multiple local meanings and the lived experiences of the 

residents living within the „Jewish district“. It highlights chances and threats of the 

commercialization and touristification of Kazimierz, considering particularly also the district's 

reconciliatory prospects. 

 

 


