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After decades of destruction, decay and negligence, the rich heritage of Jewish cemeteries, 

their inscriptions and sepulchral art, (re)turned into focus, not only of survivors of the Shoah 

and their descendants, but also of local and regional initiatives and scholarly scientific 

endeavours – and are seen even under touristic aspects (e.g. Prague). 

With ‘epidat’, the Database of Jewish Epigraphy, the Salomon Ludwig Steinheim-Institute for 

German-Jewish History at the University of Duisburg-Essen provides a powerful tool that 

meets the needs not only of descendants in search for their ancestor’s graves, but also for 

scholars who want to explore various aspects of Jewish religious and cultural history and life: 

the many concepts of the aftermath, of memory, piety and Tzedaka, sepulchral art, linguistic, 

onomastic and gender questions, etc. 

The database provides the inventory, documentation, digital edition and presentation of 

currently 186 Jewish cemeteries mainly in Germany, but also in the Netherlands (7), the Czech 

Republic (5) and Latvia (4). It includes over 34.000 epitaphs and over 65.000 image files, and 

is constantly growing. Different screening possibilities, time-based, location-based, index-

based, image-based and map-based, are complemented by a full-text-search in Hebrew and 

German. Several harvesting methods enable the user to format the provided data according 

to his/her needs. 

The Steinheim Institute does research in the field of German-Jewish history as of the Middle 

Ages to the present. It investigates the complex patterns of interrelations between Jewish and 

general history from religious and socio-historical, as well as literary and cultural studies 

perspectives. By virtue of paying special attention to intra-Jewish contexts, traditions and 

sources, the institute's research provides new insights into how Jews in German-speaking 

areas and in the whole of Europe shaped their identities and their history with self-

confidence. 
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