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In the late 15th and early 16th centuries a wave of Sephardi Jews, expelled from Spain 

and Portugal in 1492, settled in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The first Sephardim came to 

Sarajevo. At that time the city was beginning to experience rapid development. The 

Jewish community was established in 1581 as well as the first synagogue was built. 

During the Austrian-Hungarian period, Ashkenazi Jews settled in Bosnia too so the 

number of the Jewish community members in 1941 was 14,000. Of those, 12,500 lived 

in Sarajevo, comprising 20% of the city's population.  

World War II had disastrous consequences for the Jewish community and their 

heritage in Bosnia and Herzegovina, when they lost around 70 % of their members, 

and also valuable Jewish cultural heritage properties. The destruction of the Jewish 

heritage continued in the last war (1992-1996) as well as the reducing the number of 

people in the Community. (In some cities there are no Jews, even though Jewish 

cemeteries testify that they once lived there.) 

Attention of this paper is to present significant contribution of the Jewish cultural 

identity to the development of Sarajevo and also to current state of the art regarding 

their legacy.  

 

The efforts of the heritage professionals to revive the Jewish heritage will be explained 

through the example of The Old Jewish cemetery in Sarajevo, the second largest Jewish 

sepulchral complex in Europe after the one in Prague. The complex testifies/witnesses 

the Jewish presence from the mid-16th century to the time when the cemetery was 

closed for further burials in 1965. 

 

The story that will lead us from the small conservation interventions to the inscription 

of this valuable complex on the tentative UNESCO list. 

 

By presenting preservation efforts of the heritage professionals in B&H I hope to 

exchange knowledge and experiences with colleagues from the field. 
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