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The present Space of Synagogues once served as the religious core of the Lviv midtown Jewish 

Quarter. Located on the margins of a predominantly Christian city, from the mid-sixteenth 

century it housed the Old, the Golden Rose, and the Great synagogues, as well as the Beit 

Midrash. Additionally, the community maintained a yeshiva, mikveh, hospital, slaughterhouse, 

and butcher shops located in the closest vicinity. 

 

The synagogues’ compound was destroyed by Nazis and has not been revitalized after World 

War II. The remains of the Great Synagogue and Beit Midrash were razed to the ground, while 

those of the Golden Rose Synagogue were conserved. This area contrasted with the fairly 

preserved surrounding, which was protected in entirety by UNESCO in 1998. The contrast 

became astonishing in 2000s, when public interest to the Jewish memory and flow of tourists 

increased manifold. 

 

In 2008, the City and the Center for Urban History have held an international conference on the 

future of the Jewish heritage in Lviv. The conference’s consent was to organize an architectural 

competition for the space of synagogues. The competition was held in 2010 by the City, the 

Center, and German Society for International Cooperation. The winning project by Franz Reschke 

(Berlin) was developed into working design and its first stage was implemented in 2016. 

 

The Space of Synagogues became a success in urban policy of Lviv. It frames and emphasizes 

the void of the erased space and populace. However, the project was not accomplished: the site 

is due to include the Great Synagogue, an open space now used by a restaurant. The remaining 

challenges are not only financial and logistic. Reconsidering the space, which was transformed 

from the place of worship to that of memory, is an ongoing process now facilitated by the new 

architectural setting. 

  


