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The intention of this document is to inform you about the specificities and challenges we faced 

on the occasion of revitalization of Jewish heritage in the City of Šabac.   

The City of Šabac has been fluctuating between two opposing polls in its development in the 

modern times, always the place of success and prosperity, but also the place of complete 

destruction and disappearance of everything until then created. That is why it is known in Serbian 

social circles as „Serbian Paris“, but also as „Serbian Verden“.   

In the First World War, Šabac lost 70% of housing and public buildings and what is even more 

unsettling – half of its population.   

The Second World War brought new destruction, disappearance of once numerous and dynamic 

Jewish community as well as tragic end to all of those from Kladovo Transport who had found 

their refuge in Šabac. 

Also, the end of the war brought ruin to the bourgeois class, which found its doom when the new 

regime decided to settle the score with them.   

20th Century has been for us a history of ruptures and discontinuity, making us take up 

investigation of our tangible and intangible heritage in order to identify those values on which to 

build the identity of our community in the time ahead.   

By investigating the remains of Jewish heritage, we are trying to find pieces of puzzle that will 

disclose to us who we are. Because the powerful narrative about the most exciting and most 

innovative town of Serbia would not exist if it had not been for the Jewish Community. 

After all those ruptures of the 20th Century, in the architectural landscape of the town, what 

remains is only the building of the Sephardic Synagogue testifying to the once existing Jewish 

Community.   

We wish to present the process of reconstruction and revitalization of the Synagogue and the 

Jewish Community. From the moment of purchase of the building from its then owners, through 

the process of putting it under protection, preparation of the project and workshops with the 

citizens, search for funds, construction works, until full reconstruction and opening of the Jewish 

Museum of Šabac.    



Furthermore, we wish also to call attention to some conceptual doubts we had. What attitude to 

take towards the heritage of the community that is no longer there? Whether to set it up as a 

museum or a culture centre? Whether to conserve it or open it to numerous social topics and 

events, so that it can serve as platform for much-needed dialogue. How to strengthen capacities 

and activities of the Jewish Museum of Šabac with the limited funds, both national and local, at 

our disposal? 
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