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In 2018 is possible to make an evaluation of the recent efforts regarding the recovery of 

sephardic cultural values in the context of Portuguese contemporary society. In the last 

years, several municipalities around the country, developed projects and researches and 

materialize it in different ways by:  

- Rehabilitation of buildings and sites that were before synagogues (Tomar, Elvas, 

Almeida, Leiria, Vila Cova, Alfama); 

- Conservation and rehabilitation of urban patrimony and the creation of new 

cultural spaces dedicated to the thematic (Alenquer, Leiria, Penamacor, 

Monsaraz, Castelo Branco, Sabugal, Torres Vedras, Trancoso); 

- Updating the museography (Belomonte, Castelo de Vide); 

- New buildings and exhibitions. 

 

"Routes of Sepharad - Enhancement of the Portuguese Jewish Identity in the 

Intercultural Dialogue" was a project with focus in the immense Jewish heritage in 

Portugal and coexist with the difficult relationship established between the population 

and this memory. Providing the territory with resources, whether material or human, 

with the purpose to grant the recognition of this heritage’s value, with a strong 

economic component, but also to create mechanisms that, beyond their economic 

nature, will motivate and create links, valuing this heritage in mentalities, recreating 

their own national identity, now in an intercultural framework. 

The financial support of EEA Grants and the creation of the Portuguese Network of 

Jewish Quarters were the main responsible and were able to increase the expected 

outcomes, namely the numbers of partners, buildings, sites, courses and activities. 

Together with the legal framework, from February of 2015, granting Portuguese 

nationality to all Portuguese Jews descendants who require it.  

So, mapping the initiatives and organising them into typological groups will create 

possibilities to evaluate and look for the future. Because now we have the possibility to 

make a new cartograpghy of the new routes of sepharad in Lands of Portugal.  
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