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The project is based on a multifaceted research employing ethnographic, archivist and 

archaeological methods. The object of the research a neighbourhood and the mainly 

street Calle Libreros (“Booksellers Street”) today the principal arteria in the old city in 

Salamanca, Spain.  Just in this place was settle the University of Salamanca on its old 

buildings. 

This paper it is presented in the year when the establishment of University of 

Salamanca is celebrating Eighth Centuries from its born. We have tried to consult the 

previous researches on the subject and the antecedents of the same one and we have 

not found anything relevant to date. Not so around its multiple historical 

manifestations, and its archaeological vestiges, documentary archives and collective 

memory. This was the Jewish neighbourhood. The settlement on buildings in property 

of University in this precise place was after Decree of Expulsion of the Jews, (Decreto de 

Expulsión de los Judios) from 1492. Before having these buildings, the university rented 

out some properties to the bishopric. 

We can explorer other similar facts and its urban manifestations in other cities in order 

to gain additional comparative insight. In addition to field research and final the 

dissertation, we intend to track and record the traces and testimonies that exist on the 

subject knowing that it is a topic that now opens and that intends to begin a line of 

work and research that records that in that place in another time lived a group of 

citizens who left his footprint in the university and in our customs and of course in the 

urban development of the city. 

The main objective of this work is to show that under the official History there are some 

historical lines loaded with value to know the real history of this place in full and not to 

let more time for it. It has been 526 years since the Decree of Expulsion of the Jews of 

these lands and it is time to know the history of the place in full. Looking at the vestiges 

that everybody can appreciate, the place, and the Calle Libreros particularly, show us in 

all its splendour and truth. 

However, this is not enough but it is the beginning of a wider project. This is another 

issue that we are also working on: The inclusion of the culture of Sefarad in our 

textbooks and recognize the so-called “conversos” as representatives of this culture, 

among them Juan Luis Vives, Teresa de Cepeda and Ahumada and Miguel de Cervantes 

among many others. 
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