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The city of Augsburg, a former Imperial City in southern Germany, holds two synagogues, 

both of which survived the so called „Kristallnacht“ in November 1938. While the synagogue 

of Kriegshaber, located in a suburb of  Augsburg, is the  oldest extant synagogue building in 

this part of Bavaria („Bavarian Swabia“), tracing back to the end of the 17th Century , the 

synagogue in the city centre was constructed between 1914 and 1917. Having survived the 

war without destruction, the building vividly encapsulates Germany’s pre-war synagogue 

architecture. Today, the synagogue is again used as the centre of the City’s Jewish 

congregation. Simultaneously, it houses Germany’s oldest Jewish Culture Heritage  Museum. 

In 1985, when the synagogue was dedicated again, the Jewish Culture Museum Augsburg-

Swabia was founded as the first independent Jewish museum in Germany after the end of 

WW II. Concurrently and astonishingly, the building in Kriegshaber seems to be forgotten. 

Only about 30 years later, the former synagogue of Kriegshaber was similarly renovated. 

Thereafter, it became a branch of the Jewish Culture Museum Augsburg-Swabia. Both 

synagogues epitomize different techniques of conservation, preservation and dealing with 

Jewish heritage.  

 

This paper discusses these different ways of preserving and dealing with Jewish heritage. 

Additionally, it displays the position of Jewish heritage within the tourism of the city 

empathizing different themes – such as  the Fugger, Bert Brecht and Leopold Mozart, but not 

explicitly Jewish heritage –and thereby elaborates on the contested equilibrium between 

touristic, educational and religious concerns.  

 

The paper is delivered by Prof. Dr. Benigna Schönhagen, Director of the Jewish Culture 

Museum Augsburg-Swabia from 2001 and August 2018. Publications include: 

Wiederhergestellte Synagogen. Raum –Geschichte – Wandel durch Erinnerung, (Hrsg./Ed.), 

Berlin (Hentrich & Hentrich) 2017; The Augsburg Synagogue – A Building and  its History, 

published by Benigna Schönhagen for the 25th anniversary of the re-consecration of the 

Augsburg Synagogue and the opening of the Jewish Culture Museum, Augsburg 2010; A 

Memory is a Memory is a Memory? Judaica from Kriegshaber Synagogue and the 

Surrounding Area. Catalogue of the exhibition with the same name, Berlin (Hentrich & 

Hentrich) 2018.   

 


