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The complexity of Jewish history, the diversity of Jewish communities and the multiplicity of 

Jewish identity are a challenge to the museums putting them before the problem of choice. This 

paper shows what representation problems of the Jewish world are encountered by the 

museums and how differently they solve these problems.  

A museum does not emerge spontaneously, and its founders always pursue quite certain 

objectives. This paper offers a look at the Jewish heritage through a prism of three Moscow 

museums that present the Jewish heritage: the Jewish Museum and Tolerance Center, the 

Museum of the Jewish History in Russia and the Museum of Jewish Heritage and Holocaust. 

The Museum of the Jewish History in Russia aims at reconstructing a comprehensive picture of 

Jewish life in the variety of its cultural, social and political forms throughout its history in the 

Russian Empire and the Soviet Union. The museum materials reflect the specific features of their 

way of life and culture, as well as the originality of their historical development.  

Although having been created by a religious community, the Jewish Museum and Tolerance 

Center does not focus on the audience, which is deeply immersed itself in Jewish culture, and 

does not adhere to the distinct Jewish narrative, but rather gravitates toward the universality 

showing Jews as an integral part of the Russian history. 

Despite of the fact that it has a section dedicated to the general aspects of the Jewish heritage, 

the Museum of Jewish Heritage and Holocaust draws special attention to the memory of the 

Second World War. Unlike the two museums described above, there the Holocaust theme is 

presented in great detail. 
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