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 The complex matter of the relationship between city landscape and memory was explored by 

various artists and social scientists during the 20th century. In his famous book, Civilization and 

its discontents, Sigmund Freud compared human remembrance to the different layers of a city, 

where everything that happened before leaves retrievable traces behind. More recently, 

historian Pierre Nora observed that in the contemporary post-modern condition, places replace 

milieus: they both replace remembrance and evoke memories.  

 

The purpose of this paper is to grapple with similar ideas from the perspective of Hungarian 

Jewry. What happens when memories and places are gone – and one tries to reconstruct them? 

The backbone of the study is autobiographic life-course interviews I conducted with 12 

Hungarian Jewish woman of three different generations: grandmothers (who have lived through 

the Holocaust), daughters (who lived through communism), and granddaughters, or members of 

the so-called “third generation”, who spent a significant time of their life in post-socialist 

Hungary. I chose families where I was able to talk to all three generations, and who had some 

relationship to the historically Jewish neighborhoods of Budapest. My intention is to understand 

what role these Jewish places play in the life narration of these women? How do they remember 

these places and what significance do these places have in their narration and identities? What 

can we learn about the urban Jewish heritage of Budapest through their narration? Beyond my 

own interviews, I will draw on some archival materials (mostly interviews made with Holocaust 

survivors). The analysis of the interviews will follow the Listening guide by psychologist Carol 

Gilligan. 
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